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MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.58 pm]: Recently I facilitated, together with the Shire of Jerramungup, 
a visit by the Minister for Tourism, Kim Hames, along with myself, shire representatives and other officials, to 
see firsthand the phenomenon that is known as Bremer Canyon. Bremer Canyon is a biological hotspot. This 
deep sea canyon, which lies 50 kilometres off the coast of Bremer Bay, is world-renowned for attracting the 
southern hemisphere’s biggest seasonal population of orcas, or killer whales, and other sea life, including other 
whale species, numerous sharks, dolphins and giant squid, and seabirds. Although research is still being 
undertaken as to why the sea life congregate at the canyon in such high numbers, it is understood that a source of 
nutrient-rich water gathers in the canyon, and that attracts the orcas and other sea life to feed for a number of 
weeks each summer. It really is something to see the site for yourself—the hive of activity, and these majestic 
creatures right in front of you. It is quite breathtaking when they breach and crash down next to the boat. There 
are not a lot of opportunities worldwide to see killer whales up so close in their natural environment. 
I understand that Bremer Canyon is the only place in Australia where we can see killer whales up close, yet so 
near to the coast, thus presenting great tourism opportunities. I am very keen to see the canyon protected and 
I will continue to support any measures to do so. I will continue to work with the state government and the 
federal government to protect this important marine spectacle. Tours of this hotspot have been running for only 
a couple of years, and they are already attracting interest and travellers from around the world. I congratulate the 
local shire, the community and the tour operator for their great work in showcasing and promoting the 
Bremer Canyon experience. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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